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A Successful Summer at STAR Land Academy 
Students from Hazard and 

Perry County took part in the 

very first summer program at 

STAR Land Academy.  

Students targeted for the pro-

gram were in grades 2 through 

8 from the Hazard Independ-

ent and Perry County schools. 

Students who took part in the 

summer portion of this new 

program had learning opportu-

nities in the morning in mathe-

matics, science, social studies, 

and language arts. Summer 

staff used their best, out of the 

box thinking to come up with 

activities and lessons. In the 

afternoons, students suggested 

and helped to form clubs. This 

summerõs most popular club 

was the dance club. Students 

learned several dances from 

different genre of music.  

Students performed at the end 

of the program talent show.  

Also, we held field trips 

throughout the summer. Some 

of the most memorable trips 

were to the National History 

Museum and Gray Fossil Site 

in Gray, Tennessee, Coal Mine 

Portal 31 and Museum, and the 

East Kentucky Science Center 

and Planetarium. At the Fossil 

Dig, students took a tour of the 

fossil dig and had a hands-on 

experience of the patience 

needed to be a professional 

fossil hunter. Another great trip 

was to Casanovaõs Italian  

restaurant and Explorium of 

Lexington. Students and staff 

dressed in their Sunday best to 

appreciate the 4-star fine dining 

experience.  
Continued on back page 

Starland Academy students also had learning  

experiences while at the Perry County Public  

Library and Challenger Learning Center. Staff 

from the Perry County Extension Office and  

Forestry Division also visited us for more hands-

on and fun learning opportunities. Students were 

engaged in activities and lessons with weekly  

connections to the themes of Space, Sports,  

Ancient Times, Around the World, Mystery,  

Independence, and Decades. The eight summer 

staff made learning fun by the many projects and 

lessons, some of the most favorite were making 

of a volcano, homemade lava lamp, Chinese hat, 

sun dial, and tie dye t-shirts. Life size angles and 

many more hands-on and experimental lessons 

allowed students to learn about math and science 

in ways that many do not get to experience in the 

classrooms. Summer staffers also put together a 

STAR Land Academy Cinemas for movie days 

and a mini field day and lock-in as the last dayõs 

adventure. We were all sad to end a great sum-

mer, but it isnõt over yet. Staff and students said 

their goodbyes in hopes to stay connected with 

pen pal letters throughout the school year. The 

For more photos and stories about this 

summer, turn the page! 
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A Successful Summer 

very first summer of Starland Academy began and 

ended too fast and we are already planning for 

nextõs program to provide lots more learning  

opportunities for all those involved. 

 

After School Program 

We are now in the full swing of 

the After School portion of the 

program. Students are greeted 

with a healthy snack and some 

social time, before beginning 

homework with help from  

afterschool staff. Tutoring is 

available to all students  

enrolled in the program from 

both staff and work study  

college students. Recreational 

and personal growth activities 

will also be encouraged after 

the completion of homework 

and tutoring of mathematics, 

science, social studies, and  

language arts needs.  

To enroll your child today, call 

us at 436-5720! 

Submitted by  

Crystal Fields, Program Director 
Photos courtesy of Caitlin Enix. 

http://www.hpccm.org/


Our mission is to respond actively 

to unmet needs of individuals and 

families working in partnership 

with churches, agencies and  

individuals interested in the social 

welfare of the community. 

Community Connection  

is a publication of Hazard Perry 

County Community Ministries. 

If you would like to begin receiving 

an e-newsletter, receive periodic 

emails from us, or opt-out of our 

mailing list, please contact: 

Adrienne Bush 

HPCCM 

151 Miss Edna Lane 

Hazard, KY 41701 

606.436.2662 

Fax: 606.439.1160 

abush@hpccm.org 

Contact Information 

www.hpccm.org 

www.communitycarsky.org 

Administrative Office 

436-2662 

Corner Haven Crisis Center 

436-5043 

New Beginnings Learning 

Center 

439-1122 

Rental Program and Family 

Support at Jarnigan Place 

487-1891 

STAR Land Academy and 

School Age Care 

436-5720 

Our programs and services depend 

on financial gifts from our friends 

and supporters. All gifts are tax 

deductible. 
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Message from the Executive Director 
òIõm not stupid.ó  

That was his answer. At the end of STAR Land 

Academyõs first summer I sat with some of our 

children and asked them if they learned anything 

special. I got many responses. Some were funny. 

Some were odd. Some of their words spoke  

volumes. 

This summer, in that building, a rather magical 

world was created. Learning opportunities were 

everywhere. To the surprise of some our teachers, 

these incredible young people never seemed to 

tire of them. The setting was unusual. There were 

bean bag chairs and camping chairs and milk 

crates and curious objects all over the place. On 

the walls they found pictures of faraway lands and 

paintings by the masters. 

They learned the different types of triangles and 

what different chemicals do when mixed  

together. They learned how the body works and 

how to find the planets in the heavens. They took 

long trips and visited museums and planetariums 

and they went digging for dinosaur fossils. The 

played a lot too: they went swimming and  

bowling and to the movies. 

One of their favorite parts of the summer was 

when they went to a very fine, and very authentic, 

Italian restaurant in Lexington. Most of them had 

never experienced such a thing. The young  

people were instructed in manners and in Italian 

food. They got all dressed up in their best clothes 

and were treated like respected young people. 

These young people shined and made us proud. 

In addition to these lessons other important 

things were taught as well. Our teachers also 

spent time on topics like  

respect and responsibility. They 

discussed at length the  

importance of fairness and 

compassion. We also spent a 

lot of time talking about hard 

work and their future. 

The gifted young people who 

taught at the Academy this 

summer presented many  

lessons ð grammar, capitals, 

geometry, physiology and the 

like. But, I believe, that at the 

end of the day there was no 

greater lesson learned than that 

of a young man who declared, 

òI am not stupid.ó 

 

Sincerely, 

D.W. Bouchard 

Executive Director 

Check us out on Facebook: 

Hazard Perry County Community Ministries 

New Beginnings Learning Center 

STAR Land Academy 

Follow us on Twitter: @CommMinistries 
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Stacy McClure 

Diane McIntyre 

LeeAnn McIntyre 

Pat Miller 

Krissy Mullins 

Sam & Loretta Mullins 

Larry Neace 

New Hope Church 

Donnie & Jamie Nucci 

Clay Osborne 

Phyllis Owens 

Stella Pennington 

Perry County Central High 
School 

Perry County Central High 
School Seniors 

Perry County Clerkõs Office 

Pine Branch Coal Sales 

Prospect United Methodist 
Church 

Morgan Peterson 

Willard Pollard 

Postal Carriers 

Farrell Reeves 

Wilma Rice 

Kathy W. Rigney 

April Ritchie 

Della Ritchie 

River of Life Ministry 

Robinson Elementary School 

Les Rogers 

Donors 
Sacred Winds Ensemble 

Saint Bartholomewõs Church 

Geraldine Sparkman 

Morgan Thacker 

Jesse Tucker 

Kelly Turner 

University of Louisville 

Upper Middle Fork Church of Christ 

WCG of Hazard 

Nancy Walls 

Rebecca Watts 

Wendyõs 

Reva Whitehead 

Katherine Woods 

Wesley & Maulta Yonts 

Run for the Hills for Community Ministries 

The Community Foundation will provide an opportunity for the 

people of Hazard and Perry County to show their generosity of 

spirit through the Run for the Hills Charity Challenge. This Charity 

Challenge will provide a unique challenge grant opportunity that 

benefits the entire community on a much larger scale than any one 

organization could do individually.  

In the months leading up to the event, local philanthropists make 

giftsñfrom 50 cents to $50,000ñto their favorite causes. Then, as 

the event nears, hundreds of people will come together for a big 

community celebration filled with a Run and Walk, entertainment, 

food and informational booths, and lots of activities for families 

and children. 

For the past three years, the Community Foundation of Hazard & 

Perry County has worked with donors and nonprofits to promote 

philanthropy as a tool for community development and long term 

planning for building a better community. 

How It Works 

The Community Foundation will solicit matching 

contributions from donors called Charity  

Challengers. Charity Challengers donate at three 

levels: Gold ($25,000), Silver ($10,000) and 

Bronze ($5,000). 

Second, qualified local non-profit organizations 

raise money from donors. Gifts are made to the 

Community Foundation by a donor on behalf of 

a specific nonprofit or to all of the non-profits. 

Each non-profit organization can raise as much 

money as they wish, and the Community Founda-

tion will match dollar for dollar the first $10,000. 

Organizations still receive credit for 100% of  

donor contributions in excess of $10,000, but that 

money is not matched. 

Finally, when all donations are tallied and the 

match is applied, the participating non-profit will 

receive a check for one-half of their total amount, 

including the match, to use as general operating 

support.  The other half of the total will be placed 

in a permanent agency endowment for the non-

profit at the Community Foundation.   

For more information or to make a gift on behalf 

of Community Ministries, contact Adrienne Bush 

at 606.439.1122 or abush@hpccm.org.   

mailto:adrienne@hpccm.org
http://www.hpccm.org/
http://www.communitycarsky.org
mailto:abush@hpccm.org
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We asked our students at STAR Land Academy to 

share their favorite parts of the summer. Here are a few of 

their responses. 

Annie: 

What I liked about STAR Land Academy this 

summer is the Explorium of Lexington. I liked 

how you could go in a room and see our shadows 

on the wall. We got to see the waterways and 

learn about droughts while playing with boats, 

and looked at all kinds of live bugs. We also got 

to see different horses and brush their tails. I also 

liked going to the fossil dig in Tennessee. I got to 

see all the bones of dinosaurs, and we got to eat 

lunch at McDonald's! We also went to the  

Mountain Homeplace this summer and we got to 

see all the old houses and animals like goats, baby 

pigs, and little ponies.  

Janet:  

What I liked about Starland Academy this  

summer was the trips to the swimming pool! I 

learned how to swim in the deep end at the Pavil-

ion, and it was fun! I also liked the Explorium 

because we got to do a lot of hands-on stuff like 

walking inside the giant set of teeth and riding 

fake horses. I also liked playing with the drought 

and flood simulator that taught us how droughts 

and floods are created and how dams work. I 

liked the Starland Academy Cinema that our 

teachers created because we got to use fake 

money to buy our own tickets and snacks, and we 

got to watch The Diary of A Wimpy Kid. When we 

went to the Mountain Homeplace, I liked going 

into the old church and the old school. They 

taught us how the quilts were used to show slaves 

on the Underground Railroad where to find  

shelter, food, and water. This summer, Mrs. Crys-

tal took me to the extension office for Avian 

Bowl practice. When we went to Tennessee to 

the fossil dig, we actually got to sift for fossils 

using water after we ate at McDonald's for lunch. 

I bought a book of Jack Tales and a shark tooth 

at the gift shop. I loved going to the East  

Kentucky Science Center and Planetarium where 

we got to see a laser light show. My favorite class 

this summer was Social Studies 

because we got to learn about all 

the states and capitals, and the 

teachers were nice. We also got 

to read Harry Potter in Language 

Arts and then we went to the 

movies and watched the new 

Harry Potter movie in 3D! Also, 

Mr. Doug told all the students a 

special secret about going to 

school that even the teachers 

weren't allowed to know! We 

went to the library and saw a 

Reptile Zoo where we got to see 

snakes, turtles, and lizards. One thing I learned at STAR Land 

Academy is how to make a lava lamp which taught us about density 

and weight because the oil stayed at the top. When we put an Alka-

Seltzer in it, it mixed with the water and caused a chemical reaction. 

My favorite part of the whole summer was riding the van with Ms. 

Samantha and Ms. Sarah because we got to sing and have fun! I 

liked seeing Caitlin's pet bunny. I also liked the talent show because 

we got to sing and get knocked out by Caitlin's dancing. I liked the 

lock-in, and that is what I liked this summer. 

Andrew: 

My favorite part about STAR Land Academy this summer was 

when we went on field trips because we got to see reptiles at the 

Reptile Zoo, like snakes and lizards. We also got to check out books 

from the library, and I won the reading award for reading the most 

books this summer! We got to make lava lamps in science class. I 

liked when we looked at and learned about the human body. We 

learned about the nervous and respiratory systems. I liked it when 

we went swimming at the park and at the Pavilion. We went outside 

and played on the playground every day and I also liked it when we 

had a lock-in. At the lock-in, we danced to music and did a talent 

show where I did a comedian act. We also cooked out and fried 

eggs on the sidewalk. We played balloon toss and then had a water 

balloon fight. I liked it when we went to the bowling alley for  

cosmic bowling. We got to watch the new Harry Potter movie at 

the theater. We read Harry Potter and the Sorcererõs Stone and made 

writing journals in Language Arts class. In Math class, I learned  

subtraction and adding. In Social Studies we got to make lots of 

crafts like Chinese hats, and boats and learned all the states and 

capitals. We also learned about pilgrims. At STAR Land Academy, I 

got a new backpack. I also got to ride on a trolley for the first time! 

That's what I liked best about STAR Land Academy this summer. 

What I Did This Summer Donors 
Hazard Perry County Community Ministries is blessed to have strong local support of our programs and services. The following individuals and 

groups have made financial and in-kind gifts from May 1 through July 31. 

A.B. Combs Elementary 
School 

ARH-Regional Medical Center 

Joanne B. Adams 

Margaret Adams 

Doug Allmond 

Anonymous 

Applebeeõs 

Avawam Volunteer Fire  
Department 

Big Creek Baptist Church 

Blackburnõs on the Green 

Blair Memorial Baptist Church 

Linda Blair 

Bowman Memorial United 
Methodist Church 

Donna Brashear 

Geraldine Brashear 

Breedingõs Plumbing & Electric 

Jean Brickell 

William Brock 

Glenda Brown 

Marla Bryant 

Buckhorn High School JROTC 

Dexter Campbell 

Chavies First Church of God 

Clear Creek Free Church 

Leon Colwell 

Jessica Combs 

Community Presbyterian 
Church 

Consolidated Baptist Church 

Dustin Cornett 

Rebecca Cornett 

Patricia Crone 

Nancy Crotts 

Davidson Baptist Church 

George Davis 

Joyce Davis 

Christi Dixon 

Angela Duff 

David & Susan Duff 

Bob Feltner 

Peggy Feltner 

Summer Fields 

First Baptist Church 

First Creek Baptist Church 

First Presbyterian Church 

Evelyn Fugate 

Jeffrey Gladson 

Suzanne Gorman 

HCTC-Phi Delta Kappa 

Barbara Hagans 

William Hagans 

Elsie Hammonds 

Hampton Inn 

Happy Bible Church 

George Harris 

Darius Hayes 

Hazard Independent Schools 

Kim Hoskins 

Hospice of the Bluegrass-Mountain Community 

Housing Development Alliance 

Ashley Huff 

Kathy A. Ivey 

Larry Jackson 

Judy Jolly 

Sarah Jones 

Willis Jones 

Eugene Joseph 

Journey Church 

Kentucky Autism Center 

Rodney Kilburn 

King Pharmacy 

Little Zion Church 

Melda S. Logan 

Lothair Presbyterian Church 

Lotts Creek Free Church 

Ma Kate Circle 

 

Do you have an old car driving you crazy? Donate it to Community Ministries, and get a headache-free tax deduction! 

Contact Adrienne Bush at:  

www.communitycarsky.org 

abush@hpccm.org  

606-439-1122  

The following individuals have contributed vehicles this summer: 

Tim Short Chrysler 

Donnie & Connie Fields 

 

http://www.communitycarsky.org
mailto:abush@hpccm.org
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Here at Starland Academy I have enjoyed so 

much while working with the children, during the 

eight week summer program. The kids impressed 

me in so many ways, if it was not their humor or 

wit it was how smart they were. The children 

grew so much this summer and I am glad that I 

was a part of this. My experience at Starland 

Academy has been a positive one. As I watched 

the children grow in maturity, confidence, and 

knowledge I grew as a person and as an aspiring 

teacher. This whole experience has given me the 

confidence that I lacked in pursuing my major; 

having two more years of school I was scared I 

would not be able to help the kids learn as much 

as I thought I could. The experience this summer 

has shown me otherwise. 

I have seen some of the studentsõ progress from 

not wanting to play or have anything to do with 

In addition to classes and  

activities, the students at STAR 

Land Academy traveled to  

several different places this sum-

mer. These trips included visits 

to the Mountain Homeplace and 

the Country Music Museum in 

Paintsville, a Fossil Dig at the 

Natural Historic Museum in 

Gray, Tennessee, and Coal Portal 

31 and Coal Mine Museum in 

Benham, as well as trips to the 

Perry County Park and Pool, the 

Pavilion, and Fugateõs Cinema 

and Bowling Alley. However, the most memorable trip would be 

the trip to Lexingtonõs Explorium and Casanovaõs Italian Restau-

rant. 

Prior to this particular trip, the staff presented the students with 

several mini-etiquette lessons. The morning of the trip, the students 

and staff got dressed in their òSunday best.ó The staff spent an hour 

the other children, to playing 

along with them on board games 

and participating in every activity 

we asked of them. Some students 

would not even attempt to do 

long multiplication, now they will 

sit down and want to do long 

multiplication problems. I have 

experienced a student barely 

reading finish a whole chapter 

book. The self achievement these 

kids experienced was so rewarding 

to me this summer. It makes me so excited to be able to help kids 

achieve and grow, as much as they did in a summerõs time, the rest 

of my life as an educator.  

 

Submitted by Sarah Maggard, Summer Teacher 

Experience of a Lifetime 

before getting on the bus fixing the studentsõ hair 

and outfits. The students then loaded onto a 

school bus and traveled to Lexington where they 

dined at Casanovaõs. The students each got to 

order their own meal from the menu and then 

choose a dessert. 

When the staff and students were finished with 

their meal, they loaded up the bus and went to 

Lexingtonõs Explorium. This childrenõs museum 

had several different areas the children could visit 

with many hands-on activities to enhance learn-

ing. The students were able to spend about two 

hours experimenting and learning. Eight-year-old 

Zoe says her favorite part of the trip was getting 

to eat the made-from-scratch spaghetti and meat-

balls, while nine-year-old Annie claims her favor-

ite part of the trip was the glow-in-the-dark cave 

at the Explorium. 

 

Submitted by Caitlin Enix, Summer Teacher 

Many thanks to all of  our Summer Teachers at STAR Land Academy: 

Ben Caldwell  Melinda Collins  Brandon Combs   Caitlin Enix 

Tiffany Lyttle  Sarah Maggard   Chassity Ratliff   Kyle Rice 
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Community Programs Update 

Susanõs Story 
Living in rural Kentucky and raising a house full of children on your 

own can be challenging in itself, but add to it the fact that you are 

fresh off the reservation and out of a controlling and abusive  

relationship, and a challenging situation may become out of control.   

òSusanó made the best of it and worked for anyone and everyone 

she could doing everything from roofing to house cleaning until she 

had raised every last one of her children. She found a man at last 

that she felt she could trust and they had began to spend time  

together and time with her children and grandchild. What seemed 

like a life finally coming together was short lived when tragedy 

struck this family. The man that she could see herself spending the 

rest of life with gone in the blink of an eye. It was a tragic accident 

and she blamed herself, her young son devastated by the event and 

what he sees his poor mother going through. This manõs family  

didnõt understand and in their pain and despair blamed her as well. 

It was more than her son could take and in a moment of weakness 

took his own life.  

This was almost more than Susan could bear, and so her downward 

spiral began. Three months later her grandson passed away. Now 

the house seemed like it was closing in on her, and she felt like lay-

ing there until she herself joined her loved ones. Committing suicide 

was forbidden by the tribe and she had stood true to her tribal 

teaching, so she sat in that home every day hoping it would be the 

day she drew her last breath. Her disability check went to paying for 

proper grave markings, the least she could do for the series of 

events she blamed herself for. Therefore, none of the bills were 

paid and so her rent was behind and her electric became discon-

nected. 

Finally came a knock at the door. Susanõs youngest daughter was 

having a baby, something that they had been told could not happen. 

So she was worried, until she found that while she had been going 

through her tragedies for several months her daughter had been 

carefully planning for new life. A couple of days later a miracle was 

here in the form of  6 lb 5 oz bundle of joy who was immediately 

named for her great-grandparents. In one knock at her door  

suddenly she realized she had to live, not for who was gone but for 

who lived on. She walked to a phone and called her landlord and 

worked out a payment arrangement with him to get her rent paid 

up. It was too late however for the electric, and the bill was over-

whelming. It had to be paid in full in order to be reconnected. Her 

landlord informed her that she had to get the electric on or he must 

evict her because the dampness where the house 

was located would cause the boards to swell and 

warp without the dehumidifier he had installed 

running in the home. She called the electric  

company to plead for help and they gave her my 

number.  

When going to meet Susan, I was met by a small 

group of people who hoped I was there to help, 

but were there also to convince me that she was 

deserving of the assistance. I was touched at the 

gathering as I heard her story told from many 

different tongues, all the same but with the em-

phasis where they thought it hurt her most. I was 

brought fresh farm eggs by a local farmer who 

really didnõt know what I could do, but felt since 

I had traveled so far he should do something for 

me. Fortunately, we were able to assist and help 

Susan, and she can begin her life again.  

Submitted by  

Becky Deaton, AmeriCorps Homeless Prevention  

Specialist & Housing Coordinator 

A Word about Becky Deaton  

Congratulations to Becky Deaton! She is an 

AmeriCorps member serving with Community 

Ministries through the Homeless & Housing  

Coalition of Kentucky's BuildCorps program. In 

July at the BuildCorps Celebration of Service, 

Becky was presented with four awards: 

Community Service 

Compelling Stories 

Community Outreach  

Sticktoitiveness 

All of her awards point to her dedication and hard 

work in serving our clientele. Becky will be  

renewing her term of service for the 2011-12 year. 



Funding provided in part by the U.S. 

Department of Education and Kentucky 

Department of Education. 
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Ask Ms. Edna 
Dear Ms. Edna, 

My daughter in law gave birth to our 

1st   grandchild 6 months ago. She is a 

good mom but seems very nervous a lot 

and almost never lets the baby out of her arms, to anyone. Iõve heard 

that babies need some time on their own to develop. Is that right? And 

of course, I do have a little experience as a mother, and Iõm happy to 

share my thoughts with her, but she acts like she doesnõt want to hear 

it. My son thinks I should just back off. What should I do? 

Concerned Granny 

 

Dear Concerned, 

The key is everything in moderation. A baby definitely 

needs momõs attention. They need to feel their motherõs 

heartbeat, to hear her voice and to learn to develop trust. A 

child also needs to be placed on the covered floor, for 

tummy time. Tummy time will help children develop fine 

and gross motor skills that will aid in development. 

Through this development they will grow stronger - such as 

muscles that help when turning over, sitting up, and crawl-

ing. Keep in mind how much a child learns during the first 

year of life; to talk, to walk, play with toys, they need time 

to discover their world.   

There are several good books out there about child  

development that I am sure would be helpful. It can be 

hard being the mother-in-law but you might want to share 

the information you find in one of those books with you 

daughter-in-law. 

Also, placing a child on its tummy is only for the time when 

the child is awake. When it is nap time, please remember to 

return the child to its back.  

 

Dear Ms. Edna, 

My three year old daughter, òElise,ó still sleeps in her crib. She seems 

totally content and sleeps well through the night and during her after-

noon nap. Do I have to move her to a bed? How much longer can she 

stay there? 

Wondering 

 

 

Dear Wondering, 

Every child is different. Here are some guidelines I would 

use to determine when to move my child to a bed. Is Elise 

too big for the crib? Has she outgrown the length? Can 

Elise climb out? This could be dangerous. Is Elise very  

active? Sometimes as children get older, they get more  

active. They may have a tendency to jump up and down in 

the bed, therefore creating the possibility of falling out or 

getting serious bumps. Is Elise potty-trained? If she is potty 

trained, she would need a bed that she could get up and out 

of at night. 

There are many types of youth beds that you may want to 

consider, some of them with rails that will keep the child 

enclosed and prevent her from falling out. It is probably a 

good idea to get Elise moving towards a òbig girl bedó quite 

soon. Good luck. 

 

Dear Miss Edna, 

After a couple of years of staying home with my 3 year old daughter, I 

am now thinking about going back to work. Iõm looking for childcare, 

and Iõve seen a couple of centers advertise a Star rating, but I have no 

idea what it means. What is it? 

Curious Mom 

 

Dear Curious, 

A Star rating is part of STARS for KIDS NOW, a voluntary 

quality rating system for licensed child care facilities in the 

state of Kentucky, and has been around since around for 

about ten years. Centers are rated on a system of 1 to 4 stars 

with a 4 star being the highest rating. A center with any Star 

rating automatically exceeds basic state licensing. Centers 

are rated on such things as the environment they provide 

for children, staff/child ratios, curriculum, staff trainings, 

and parent involvement.  

Stars standards are based on research that demonstrate what 

creates a quality early childhood environment and is a tool 

to help parents identify quality in a preschool setting. Stars 

are awarded to show that a childcare center has exceeded 

standards set by the state for licensing centers. The Stars 

program is administered by the Cabinet for Health and 

Family Services. Childcare centers that are participants in 

the Star Rating program are rated by a state agency. For 

more information about STARS for KIDS NOW, you can 

visit http://cdar.uky.edu/stars/welcome.html.  

Summer at STAR Land Academy 

A Poem 

To be read in the style of Twas the Night Before Christmas 

ôTwas the first summer of STARland Academy 

When all through the halls, the staff were cleaning and washing the 

walls 

They worked and prepared and just couldnõt wait,  

For the childrenõs arrival on the very first date. 

 

The children sat quietly, nervous at first 

Some even looked scared, expecting the worst 

When to their surprise, the staff appeared, 

The children lifted their chins, eager to hear. 

 

Attention caught, the children sat waiting 

Introductions were made, their fears quickly abating  

Ben and Caitlin said òWeõll teach you to read!ó 

Sarah and Kyle said òWith math, you can do anything!ó 

 

Coke and Mentos, in Science down the hall, 

Tiff and Melinda will explode it all! 

Chass and Brandon said òLetõs study some history! 

It will be lots of fun, like solving a mystery!ó 

 

When the day is done, they load up the van, 

and sing all the way home, with Sarah and Sam.  

They drop them off, and send them on their way, 

Telling them to rest up and anticipate the fun for 

the next day. 

 

Ms. Crystal planned and set up plenty of trips,  

as long as the parents signed the permission slips.  

From fossil digs to reptile zoos, 

To museums and coal portals and fine dining, 

too! 

 

The summer was full of learning and fun, 

The children went to classes, and played in the 

sun.  

But all too soon, the summer came to an end, 

No one could wait for summer to arrive again!  

Submitted by Samantha Carey, Site Coordinator, Caitlin 

Enix, and Sarah Maggard 

http://cdar.uky.edu/stars/welcome.html
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Our Summer 

Program at New 

Beginnings and 

Starland included 

arts and crafts, 

computer games, 

and trips around 

the community to 

the pool, the  

library, and the 

movies. 


